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Bhubaneswar, Jan 16: A national
symposium on Innovations in coastal
agriculture - {;urreni status and po-
tential under changing enwironment’ was
organised in the city Saturday with the
participation of many experts.

The brainstorming session organ-
ised by the ICAR-Indian Institute of
Water Management, Bhubaneswar, in ol
laboration with Indian Soclety of Coastal
AgrmﬂmL*alR%&amhﬂS[ AR, Cannin
i West Bengal, focused on research
and policy ﬁsuzhs It was attended by
around 200 delegates and researchers
firom different parts of the country who
discussed ways to improve productivity
of rcoastal areas through innovative
crop, 50il and water management.

WMonaranjan Kar, Vice-Chancellor of
OUAT Bhubaneswar, emphasised the im-
portanee of the coastal region to provide
food security He also emphasised the
nead fior close collaboration and linkage
among sister ICAR institutes and state

agriculture universities to solve the
problem through concerted efforts,

AK Bandopadhaya, former director
of ICAR-CARI, Port Blair, said: “Coastal
areas are Joss than 10 metres ahove the
mesan sea level and constitute 2 per cent
of global area, but they affect 10 per
cent of global population. Proper sci-
entific planning is required to remove
water logeing conditions, and the sci-
entific community needs to solve the
problems of coastal agriculture through
multi-disciplinary approach, which in-
cludes development of salinity and
water logging-tolerant rice varleties,
land management and proper drainage
among other interventions.™

DE Sharma, director of ICAR-Central
Soil Salinity Besearch Institute, Karnal,
Harvana, discussed some of the tech-
nology interventions like land shaping,
development of water logging- and salt-
resistant varieties and also emphasised
ways to refine the technology as per the
need to suit the socic-economic condl-
tion of farmers in coastal areas.




