3

Weather-based Agro Advisory

ICAR-Indian Institute of Water Management Bhubaneswar-751023
http://www.iiwm.res.in/

Date: 16.03.2026

Weather forecast for the next two weeks (till 26t March, 2026) for Odisha:

Week 1 (till 19t March 2026)

Isolated rain/thundershower very likely over the districts of Odisha during week-1.

Maximum temperature is very likely to be in the range of 32-36°C over districts of north coastal
Odisha and adjoining districts, 36-38°C over districts of interior Odisha, and 38-40°C in the
westernmost parts of interior Odisha.

Maximum temperature departure is likely to be normal to above normal over districts of coastal
Odisha and above normal to appreciably above normal over districts of interior Odisha during
week 1.

Week 2 (20t-26" March 2026)

Isolated rain/thundershower very likely over the districts of Odisha during week-2.

Maximum temperature is very likely to be in the range of 34-36°C over districts of coastal Odisha
and adjoining districts, 36-38°C over districts of interior Odisha, and 38-40°C in the westernmost
parts of interior Odisha.

Maximum temperature departure is likely to be normal to above normal over Odisha during week
2.

Agro-Advisory for the second fortnight of March:

PADDY':

At panicle initiation stage of paddy crop, apply 20 kg of Urea per acre. For Light sandy soil
apply 20 kg Urea and 15 Kg of Murate of Potash per acre.

Blast Disease: The increased difference between daily maximum and minimum temperatures
promotes blast infestation in the main field. To prevent blast disease during clear weather, spray
Hexaconazole 5% SC @ 400 ml/acre, Azoxystrobin 18.2% + Difenoconazole 11.4% SC @ 200
ml/acre, or Tebuconazole 50% + Trifloxystrobin 25% WG @ 80 gram/acre.

Bacterial Leaf Blight: To manage BLB, the field should be weed free and avoid excess use of
"Nitrogenous" fertilizer. Spray Copper Hydroxide 53.8% DF @ 600g/acre or 200g Plantomycin
along with CopperOxy Chloride 50% WP @ 600g/acre during clear weather condition.

6-7 cm of irrigation water to be applied each time after 3 days at disappearance of water from
land surface of rice field in transplanted paddy.

GREEN GRAM/BLACK GRAM:
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e During the initial phase of a pest infestation, apply 1500 ppm of Azadirachtin, a neem-based pesticide,
at 600 mL/ acre to suppress aphids. Next, apply 25% W.G. Thiamethoxam at 40 g/ acre, 20% S.P.
Acetamiprid at 50 g/ acre, or 17.8% SL Imidacloprid at 60 mL / acre while combining with 200 litres
of water.

e Irrigation of 5-6 cm may be provided to green gram/black gram during pod formation and pod filling
stages under surface irrigation.

e Sprinkler system may be used for irrigation purpose in different stages of the crops as suggested
above once in 5-6 days.

e Farmers are advised to harvest matured greengram/blackgram promptly, followed by sun drying
and storage in a safe place.
GROUNDNUT:

e Bud Necrosis: During the first stage of a pest infestation, use a Neem-Based Pesticide (Azadirachtin)
at a rate of 1500 ppm at 600 mL/ acre to control the carriers of Bud Necrosis disease (Thrips). Spray
Thiamethoxam 25% W.G. @ 40 g/acre, Acetamiprid 20% S.P. @ 50 g/acre, or imidacloprid 17.8%
SL @ 60 mL/acre with 200 liters of water to control thrips chemically.

e Adequate soil moisture to be maintained for proper vegetative growth of groundnut plants in rows
and raised bed in rice fallows.

¢ Irrigation of 5-6 cm may be provided to groundnut at 10-15 days’ interval under surface irrigation.

e Sprinkler system may be used for irrigation purpose of the crop once in 5-6 days.

e Farmers are advised to harvest matured groundnut promptly, followed by sun drying and storage in
a safe place.
TOMATO:

e 5-6 cm of water to be applied as irrigation once in 10-12 days under surface irrigation.
e Under micro irrigation, 6-7 mm of water may be applied on an alternate basis.
e Mulching using rice straw/polythene may be done to conserve soil moisture in tomato fields.

CAULIFLOWER/CABBAGE:

e Tobacco caterpillars: Frequent monitoring of pest infestation is necessary to control these pests. In
the early phases of a pest infestation, gather and eliminate the egg masses and caterpillars. Apply 300
ppm of Azadirachtin, a neem-based pesticide, at a rate of one liter per acre while combining 200 liters
of water. Chemically spray Tolfenpyrad 15% EC @ 400 mL/acre, Flubendiamide 20% WG @ 20
g/acre, Chlorfenapyr 10% SC @ 400 mL/acre, or Spinosad 45% SC @ 75 mL/acre after combining
with 200 liters of water to control these pests.

e 5-6 cm of water to be applied as irrigation once in 10-12 days under surface irrigation.

e Under micro irrigation, 6-7 mm of water may be applied on an alternate basis.
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Mulching using rice straw/polythene may be done to conserve soil moisture in cauliflower/cabbage
fields.

SUGARCANE:

After planting, sett rot disease can be managed by foliar spraying with Metalaxyl 8% + Mancozeb
64% WP @ 400 g/acre and mixing in 200 litres of water, or by basal drenching with Carbendazim
12% + Mancozeb 63% @ 400 g/acre.

5-6 cm of water to be applied as irrigation once in 7-10 days under surface irrigation.

Under micro irrigation, 8-10 mm of water may be applied on an alternate basis.

Mulching using rice straw/polythene may be done to conserve soil moisture.
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